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1.0

WINDRUSH FACTORY NEWS

Brett and the factory have been hard at work improving the Tornado catamaran. Excited to
see the new boat on the water in September in France. All the best Brett!!!
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2.0

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Congratulations are in order to our Vice President and Secretary, Cherie and Anthony Saw on the
birth of their daughter Ashlyn from all reports Mum and daughter are going well.

States are progressing slowly. Talks are ongoing with Rockingham Shire regarding camping at the
yacht club. Cherie has emailed you all a list of camp sites around the area.

The Carnarvon Regatta was a great event with 10 Windrush competing and some good close racing
through the obstacle course. CYC go to a lot of effort to look after the visitors, plus the camping is free
at the yacht club. For this regatta to continue we do need participation from the South. The one
downer was that the computer spat out some form of handicap results instead of Championship.
We apologies for this.
For some years Viki and I have been storing Windrush books and newsletters from the 1970’s
onwards, it would be helpful if someone had the time to scan and store these items.
The Windrush National Sloop shield is still missing; nobody has come forward, so I’ve been searching
the old newsletters to fill in the winners from by gone years for the “Hall of Fame” that is on the
Windrush website.

All other Windrush shields not being used are now stored at SBYC.

Rob Thompson
Strawberry Wave
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3.0

TREASURER’S REPORT

Thanks Simon for putting this together and for Viki/Rob’s massive help too.
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4.0

MEMORABILIA
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5.0
5.1

REGATTA REPORT
Carnarvon regatta

Once again CYC turned on beautiful weather and hospitality, only the hardy few made the
trip up. Troy and Cheryl Hobbs arrived without the family and had some lame excuse about
staying at the motel. Ray and Ben Hughes camped in their ute’s and James Chapman and
family had the tent, Billy Chapman is thirteen years old, sailed Cat rigged and finished seven
races, Billie’s teenage sister only left the tent to recharge her phone, otherwise you would not
have known that she was around.
Steven Gallagher flew in with his 23 Kilos of luggage which included his tent and sailing
clothes, hopefully he didn’t carry his board shorts home again, thank God for good undies.
We all camped behind the abolition block as there are major works going on with 23 floating
pens and retaining wall. So next year the Marina will take on a new look.
I should just add that if this regatta doesn’t get a better up take from the Windrush sailors,
then it may not happen in the future.
Benny and his Carnarvon crew give wonderful support and the costs are kept low with
camping and amenities free. I must thank Craig Chapman for a loan of his boat, also Steven
Gallagher borrowed Benny’s second boat B11 and James Chapman put a club boat together,
to help make up numbers meaning that there were 10 boats on the water.
Saturday afternoon the breeze was good, had to hike out and had some good rides, the
water was quite murky from the storms, which made seeing the bottom impossible and
pushing the envelope on when to tack usually caused a blade to kick up.
Saturday night I taped a table leg to the tiller so it was long enough to push the blades back
down (didn’t work too good). Ben Hughes was having the same trouble so attached a cord
up to the tramp so he could pull the blade back down, this worked a treat.
Heat one was a close affair up the Fascine for the first time sorting out the obstacles and the
sand bar, Steven did it best with a win.
Then Heats 2 & 3 Troy had a good run with 2 wins from Ray and myself and Steven taking
third spot in the next four races.
Heat 4 on Sunday morning was a close call between Troy and myself, with both of us having
to tack to finish with Troy in the box set but the only trouble was he parked head to wind, so I
said thank you very much. I then went on to win the last three heats. Troy, Ray and Steven
fought out the minor placings in Sunday’s heats.

WAVELENGHTS JULY 2015

Page 12 of 20

WAVELENGTHS

James Chapman had his big square top sail with him, which was made long before Windrush
introduced them, but by Saturday night he wasn’t going so well, so after having a look we
decided on heavier battens. Best we could do was two battens in each of the upper pockets
which improved the leech shape no end and his performance was better in the Sunday’s
races.
After racing we cleaned the boats and packed up as most people had to head home Monday
morning. Thanks to Benny for returning my boat back to Craig Chapman‘s front lawn.
Presentation night was big show with the cruising boat crews present as well.
Monday morning Barry Scott offered to take out his 36’ Cat Spindrift for a day cruise, so Ray
and Ben Hughes along with Viki and myself were the only takers. We motored out of the
Fascine and cross the shipping channel before coming around into the wind and hoisting the
sails. Headed off downwind for about one hour in a dying easterly was very peaceful and
smooth, on reaching our destination the water was very shallow so lowered the sails and
motored around the sand banks looking for wild life, but he water out here was also murky
from the recent storms, so we motored back towards the long jetty, dropped anchor and had
lunch provided by Barry and Viki putting the sandwiches together. Came back into the
Fascine at low tide, hit the sand once, had to quickly reverse up, only had 100mm of water to
spare at times. We had a wonderful day and covered 55Kms. Once again a big thanks to
Barry and Kaye Scott for their hospitality. Must say it was the best day out and cannot wait to
be invited again.
P.S Viki would like donations so she can become the proud owner of a 36’ footer.
Strawberry Wave
Rob Thompson

6.0

SAIL NO.
HEAT 1
HEAT 2
HEAT 3
HEAT 4
HEAT 5
HEAT 6
HEAT 7

CARNARVON REGATTA RESULTS
Rob
Thompson

Troy
Hobbs

Steve
Gallahger

Ray
Hughes

James
Chapman

Ben
Hughes

Brian
Williams

Michael
Brown

Billy
Chapman

Peter

6390

6362

6365

6389

X2

6342

MC

6320

6330

3939

3
2
4
1
1
1
1

4
1
1
2
2
3
4

1
3
3
3
3
4
2

2
4
2
4
5
2
6

9
6
7
6
6
5
5

5
8
8
7
7
6
7

8
9
10
DNS
8
8
3

6
5
6
8
9
7
8

7
7
5
5
4
9
9

DNS

9

13

15

19

35

40

36

40

37

DNS
9
DNS
DNS
DNS
DNS

BOLD shows race dropped
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7.0

AMERICA’S CUP PORTSMOUTH

On the Saturday I went to see the first two races. Luckily I did as by Sunday it was called off
after 30knot winds put an end to the day’s racing.
Having this been the first time the Americans controversially won the first cup on the in
Portsmouth, England when the Americans turned and were the fastest boat around the Isle of
Wight all those many years ago, reputations and National pride was on the line.
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This time the course on the Solent was shorter, but undoubtable way more demanding on the
sailors. The amount of Australians and New Zealanders either skippering or crewing these
boats speaks to the strength and skill of the ANZAC sailing community. Who would have
thought all those years ago in the 60’s and 70’s those weird 14ft Hobies and Windrushes
were to foster the foundation of these boats in the America’s cup today. It’s great to see that
catamarans are now not only embraced by the sailing community, but set the benchmark.

Before the racing there was a scratch moth race and some aerobatics, with commentators
bantering and speculating just what might happen in racing today. There was a great vibe in
the air, with many displays in the festival area by the likes of boat builders, youth sailing
training and the Navy.
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(French cut the course 20min before start with an Ocean liner)
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7.1

The Boat

7.2

The Course

The race course set was a top and bottom gate course with a start gate to the right midcourse and finish gate to the right of the bottom gate.
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Laps: 2 laps, three down course reaching legs, two up course tacking legs
7.3

Race time

Come race time…..wow…… the pace of racing is breath taking.
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To see a boat trailing the field on the first leg to come back and win the race is testament to a
winning formula of:


Good tactics




boat set up
tide and wind conditions




who can hold their nerve
big injection of cash

First race, the Ben Ainslie Racing - BAR (all British crew) took the win much to the pleasure
of the home crowd.
Come second race the crowd went silent when BAR were trailing the field on the first leg the
crowd went silent, but by the finishing leg BAR were hot on the heels of race leaders
(Emirates), but just missing out on the win by a few boat lengths.
- Peter Robinson
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8.0

SPINNAKER KITS

Great to see boats trying on the new Spinnakers which are available now for the 14s. With
some more interest there is a real possibility of getting a new fleet going.
Garth was the first to get one his is all green then Simon Ellis now sports a black and yellow
one and it’s believed Dion has just order a kit. So there is a bit of interest with spinnaker and
hoping to get a few more on the water.
The full kit is just over 2K

9.0
9.1

WINDRUSH ON THE WEB
Windrush online forum

There is a web forum site which is good and all about cats. It’s mainly used by over east guys but us
WA guy should get on there and start using it: http://catsailor.net/forums/forum.php
It’s got a Windrush page now as well, maybe you could put it in a web site section
9.2

Windrush Association Website

Check out our association website: www.windrushassociation.com
If you want to add something or perhaps give Robin, (our website administrator) a hand with it get in
touch with him.
ROBIN HOLMES
M: 0400 226 836
E: admin@windrush.com
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